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About the Conference

Centre for Studies in Rural Development-Institute of Social Work and 
Research (CSRD-ISWR), Ahmednagar is one of the pioneer 
institutions in community extension and social work education in 
India. It is affiliated to the University of Pune. CSRD was established 
in 1961 and 2011 is its golden jubilee year. The Institute is recognized 
by University Grants Commission, New Delhi, under Section 2(f) and 
12 (b) of the UGC Act, 1956. It is also recognised partner institute of 
Indira Gandhi National Open University (IGNOU), New Delhi. 

Over the past three decades there has been extensive exploration of 
spirituality and religion in its connection with social work. Religion 
has played a central role in the development of social work as a 
profession. Historically social work originated under the inspiration of 
the Judeo-Christian religious traditions of its founders. Religious ideas 
and teachings have influenced the development of social work concept 
in general and the principles and values in particular. There have been 
attempts to establish that the major religions show compatibility with 
social work. Thus religion has close connections with social work, 
workers and exponents of religions often perform functions 
complimentary and they are significant sources of referrals to each 
other. The social work profession in the process of helping the needy 
often makes use of the resources available with the religious 
organizations.

Spirituality for its connections with social work has been a matter of 
discussion throughout the development of social work. During the last 
two decades there is promising literature on the subject of spirituality in 
social work and spiritually sensitive social work practice. 

In the context of social work there has been explanation in which the 
terms spirituality and religion are commonly used spirituality.  As 
noted by scholars, spirituality involves understanding the 
interconnectedness of self with others and with the universe. 

The connection between spirituality and religion are not clearly 
understood and therefore often argued. Spirituality and religion are 
separate, though often related. Spirituality is considered as an 
experience or feeling of unity or closeness with God, thus it is a very 
personal aspect of his/her being in connection with others. Whenever 
there is an attempt to organize this spiritual experience in the 
institutionalized context, it takes the form of a religion.   

From the above discussion a few obvious questions arise:  What is the 
connection between  spirituality and religion with social work ? What

 is the extent of inspiration and influence of religion and spirituality 
on social work education? Does social work education and training 
have any effect on the practice of spirituality or religion? What are 
the reasons for social workers showing increased interest in 
spirituality and religion?

The international conference on 'Religion, Spirituality and Social 
Work' will provide a forum for discussion and deliberations on these 
and such other questions. The conference will highlight the role of 
spirituality and religion in social work education and practice. It also 
seeks to explore the connections and inter-linkages between 
religion, spirituality and social work profession. The focus of the 
Conference is to bring concerned personnel and institutions on a  
common platform to debate and discuss issues and practices 
associated with the conference theme. It is expected that the eminent 
scholars, researchers, practitioners, trainers and the representatives 
of various organizations will be participating this conference.

I. To explore new vistas of  Spirituality, religion and its connection 
with Social work  education and practice

ii. To bring together theoretical discourse and empirical 
contributions on Social work education and practice

iii. To discuss the relevance, relations and challenges before social 
work profession  

iv. To document and disseminate the proceedings. 

Religious Foundations of Social Work profession 

Spirituality, Religion and ethics in Social Work

Spiritual and religious dimensions of Social work practice

Spiritually Sensitive Social Work

Philanthropic social work 

Inter-connection between Spirituality and Social Work

Faith based organisations and social work profession

World religions, Spirituality and Social Harmony

Objectives of Conference

Seminar Themes 
(For Presentation and Panel Discussion)
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Call for Papers

Submission of Abstracts

Venue of Conference

Climate and Clothing

Registration

Papers are invited from the academicians, researchers, scholars and 
practitioners working in the field of Spirituality, Religion and Social 
work.

Interested scholars can send their abstract in the designated themes in 
500 words. The abstract should be submitted online atwebsite 
http://spiritualitysocialworkconference.org. or emailed to 

. A committee will review the abstract. After the 
scrutiny, confirmation of acceptance of abstract shall be communicated 
through email to the main author subsequently. 

Guidelines for 
submission of abstract and full length paper are available on our 
website http://spiritualitysocialworkconference.org.

The Conference will be held at Ahmednagar city. Ahmednagar is a 
district headquarter in central Maharashtra, India. The nearest airport is 
at Pune as well at Aurangabad about 120 k.m. from Ahmednagar. 
Ahmednagar has a railway station on the central railway line between 
Manmad and Daund junctions. CSRD- Institute of Social Work and 
Research, Ahmednagar is located on the Pune- Aurangabad State 
highway

The month of December is usually cold in Ahmednagar. Considering 
this the delegates are advised to bring winter cloths.

iswr.csrd@gmail.com

The last date for the 
thsubmission of the abstract is 30  September, 2011. 

thRegistration should be done on or before 15  November 2011 by 
making the payment of registration charges given below:

Registrants Early Registration 
(Sept. 30)

Regular 
Registration  
(Nov. 15)

Deligates from India and 
SAARC Countries

INR 2000/- INR 4000/-

Research Scholars, 
Practitioners and NGOS

INR 1000/- INR 2000/-

Delegates from other 
countries

US$ 200/- US$300/-

Registration fee includes the cost of conference kit and boarding 
th stduring the conference period (27  evening – 31  morning 

December, 2011).  On the spot registration is not encouraged.

Cancellations made till September 30, 2011 will be refunded 
after a deduction of 10% cancellation charges.

Cancellations made between September 30, 2011 and October 
31, 2011 will be refunded after a deduction of 50% 
cancellation charges.

Any cancellations after October 31, 2011 will not be eligible 
for any refund.

The organisers will make the necessary arrangements for 
accommodation on the request of the delegates. The delegates will 
have to make the advance payment at the time of registration. The 
accommodation charges are as follows:

Accommodation in economy charges are available on request for the 
applicants from India and SAARC Countries.

 

, Maharashtra, India. Demand draft can be 
drawn in any of the nationalised bank. Name and address of the 
delegate should be written on the reverse side of the demand draft. 

To obtain the necessary support for visa application, please contact 
to organizing secretary of the conference with the following details - 
Name of Person (as per passport). Passport No., Date of Issue, Date 
of Expiry, Place of Issue. Participants are advised to visit the 
following website for information on visa to travel to India.

http://mha.nic./foreigDiv/TourVisa.html.

http://mha.nic.in/foreigDiv/pdfs/GuidIntConfIndSem.pdf 

Registration fees must be paid by November 15, 2011.
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Mode of payment

Visa Information for Overseas Delegates

Accomodation

Registration fee must be paid in the form of demand draft drawn in 
favour of the Director, Centre for Studies in Rural Development   
payable at Ahmednagar

Travel support
The delegates are encouraged to look for sponsorship from 
their parent organizations or may be from other sources as 
there is no provision to provide any travel support to the 
participant. There is a limited amount of partial scholarships 
available for applicants.

Excursion visit to Aurangabad fort, Bibi ka Makbara & Ellora 
st Caves will be arranged on Sunday 31 December, 2012. The tour 

shall be arranged only for those registered for the same by the 
payment of US $ 100/- (non refundable) per person towards the 
expenses of travel and food. Those interested must indicate their 
interest at the time of registration and make the payment at the 
welcome desk on the first day of the conference

Excursion Visit

Type of Accommodation Single Room
(for one Day)

Double Room 
(for one Day)

Standard Room US$100/- US$75/-

AC Delux Room US$150/- US$100/-

A/c Super Delux Room US$200/- US$150/-

Suite US$400/-

For Further Information

Dr. Suresh Pathare
Director, 

CSRD- Institute of Social Work & Research 
Station Road, Ahmednagar-414001 (India)
Ph: 91-241 2346328, Fax- 91-241-2323157

Email: 
Website: 

csrd.iswr@gmail.com
www.csrd.edu.in

www.spiritualitysocialworkconference.org.

mailto:csrd.iswr@gmail.com
http://www.csrd.edu.in
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