
 
Announcement 

 

Centre for Women’s Studies, AMU 
 

International Seminar 
on 

‘Women’s Empowerment and its Problems  

19 -  21 January, 2013 
 
 The Centre invites scholars to participate in the seminar and present a paper on 
any topic related to the theme of the seminar. 
 
The Theme Outline 
 

 The Concept of Women’s Empowerment: It has been widely commented on that 
women had been placed in so depressed a social position and so excluded from political 
and intellectual spheres that the cause of women’s improvement was taken up by men, 
not women. The extent of this may be judged by considering the factors behind the 
radical measures in the French Revolution, leading to the creation of the concept of 
gender equality and emergence of feminism. It has been an increasing demand of the 
modern women’s movements that women themselves should be given sufficient space in 
the political and other spheres to win and protect their rights and have an equal say in the 
entire range of social and political action. Relevant here are the extensive discussions on 
Marxism and the question of women’s rights under Socialism. 
 
 The present seminar wishes to examine the process of women’s empowerment 
legally, historically and sociologically with special reference to India. The following 
themes may especially be considered. 
 

1. Traditional Customary Law and Women: Women in dharmashastra, shariat, 
Personal law and pre-modern Christian laws. The effort at  reforming these laws 
in the 19th century: how far was this effort itself ‘patriarchal? And how far class-
oriented? 

 
2. Effects of Sanskritization on Women’s rights. Has the process of ‘Sanskritization’ 

(MN Srinivas’s concept), to which women of affected castes also aspire, 
adversely affected women’s position in both labour process and domestic spheres 
(leading to a shift from ‘bride-price’ to dowry, for example), and so amounting in 
fact to their dis-empowerment. 

 

3. National Movement and Women’s Empowerment: The ‘Middle-Class’ values 
from Europe and the Moderates. Gandhiji’s early views (Hind Swaraj) and 
compulsions of women’s mobilization. The Influences of Jawaharlal Nehru and 
the Left. The Karachi Resolution, 1931. Women’s rights in the Constitution of 
1950 and its limitations.  

 

4. Legislation and Administrative Action in Independent India. The Hindu Code of 
1954-56 and its consequences. The failure to reform minority laws. Improvements 
in the Hindu Code, 2005. Protection of women’s rights in employment and 
industry (eg. equal wages, limitation of working hours). Extent of affirmative 
action in favour of women in education and employment. 



 
 

 
5. Women’s empowerment in political sphere: local self-government bodies. 

Problems facing women’s reservations in Parliament and State legislatures. 
Experience of women’s role in self-government.  

 
 The state of women’s movement in India, judged from its effectiveness in 
protecting women’s rights and extending gender equality. 
  
 

There will be a Special Session 
on 

Women in Indian: From Repression to Empowerment 

 The objective of the proposed seminar is to explore the history of women’s 
struggles in India during the colonial and post-independence India. The journey of Indian 
women from repression to empowerment is far from complete, and there are major 
obstacles that need to be overcome. It is hoped that a scrutiny of women’s movements 
within a historical frame of reference would help us identify these obstacles, and develop 
better strategies to combat them. We would also be interested in looking at the enabling 
and, of course, the constraining forces in our society, within a historical framework, in so 
far as the struggles for women’s empowerment is concerned. While, indeed, it is certainly 
true that gender equality is still a distant dream, the struggles of women have not all been 
in vain, and women have made important advances in their quest for justice, equality and 
power. 
 
 We hope to examine the formal/organized women’s movements in India, and the 
issues concerning their social base, method of mobilization and organizational strategies. 
Organized along modern lines, they were clearly middle class organizations, and this 
circumscribed their social base and their programme for women’s upliftment, as well. 
The silence of these middle class women over issues of caste difference, for example, 
alienated them from Dalit women, and other marginalized women in society. In 
examining the struggles of middle class women’s movements, these limitations need to 
kept in mind, and it would be one of our efforts here to subject these organizations, and 
their roles in society, to a critical evaluation. 
 
 In our seminar, we hope to look at the organizations and movements led by 
marginalised women, as well. Here we would be particularly interested in the Dalit and 
the tribal women. Their struggles have largely remained silent, and one of the objectives 
of this seminar is to render them visible, and force recognition of the achievements of 
their movement in the history of Modern India. In studying the Dalit women’s 
movement, we hope to engage with intersectionality, and the correlations between inter-
related categories of oppression, in particular caste, class and gender. 
 
 Scholars have largely ignored the struggles of women in the informal arenas, in 
particular the community, kin and the family spaces. These struggles occurring in the 
‘private’ space of the household were imperceptible, and have largely gone unreported in 
the historical works. Even so, they were historically significant, and served to minimize 
the patriarchal terms of domination. This seminar would also be looking at these routine, 
everyday forms of women’s struggles, with a view to invest agency to the ordinary 
women in Indian history. 



  
 
 
 
 
 This list is only suggestive, not all-inclusive.  Ultimately, the object is to receive 
papers which after due processing and refereed selection, can be published. 
 
 There will be no registration Charges, and the Centre would be happy to provide 
local hospitality.  We would, subject to the availability of funds also be able to meet the 
travel expenses (AC-II / Taxi / Apex Air Fare) within India to the, invited scholars. 
 

 
The Dead Lines: 
 

For receipt of the title of the paper alongwith an abstract 
(app.150-300 words) 30 December, 2012. 
 
For submission of full paper for pre-circulation 10 January, 
2013. 
 
 

Address for communication: 
 

Postal Address: Director, Centre for Women’s Studies, English House Complex, Tar 
Bangla, Aligarh Muslim University, Aligarh-202002. 
 

Contact Numbers: Tel & Fax: 91-571-2706479, 91-2700920 Ext.1241 
 

E-mail: amucws@gmail.com  
 
Professor Shireen Moosvi: Contact Numbers and E-mail: 
91-571-2701539 (Res.), 09358210674 (Mob.).  
 
Professor Farhat Hasan: Contact Number: 09997198962, (Mob.) 
 


