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(वदे ास सं कृत क  पनुःसंरचना योजना के अधीन)  
 

UNDER AEGIS OF  
INDIAN COUNCIL OF PHILOSOPHICAL RESEARCH, NEW DELHI.  

 
Department Of Sanskrit & SDHDR&T Centre ,   

Sanatan Dharma College, Ambala Cantt  
in academic collaboration With  

Darshan Yoga Sasnthaan, Dakshina Murti Bhawan, Dalhousie (HP) 
?????????????? 
???????????????  

Organize  
Two Days Inter-Disciplinary National Seminar 

on  

भारतीय तथा पा ा य ाि क पर परा क  मीमांसा  
Critique of Indian & Western Questioning Tradition  

 
Academic Collaborationt – S D Adarsha Sanskrit College, Ambala Cantt, Arya Girls College, Ambala 
Cantt, DA V College, Pehowa,  Maharaja Agarsen College, Jagadhri, Distt - Yamunanagar, Indira Gandhi 
National College, Ladwa , Guru Nanak Khalsa College, Karnal, D A V Coellege for Girls, YamunaNagar.  

Dated - ????? September/ October, 2019, Time – 9.30 A.M., Place - Seminar Hall 

Dear Sir/ Madam ____________  , 

You are cordially invited to attend, participate, share your scholarship, perception, experiences, 
understanding, concerns, doubts and raise relevant questions/ issues in the seminar  on the above mentioned 
subject as per the details given below and present a research pape. 

It is the level of a question which defines the value system and culture of that particular society or 
race and since India is a democratic country with traditional mindset so right to question becomes a 
fundamental right if we wish to bring in the directed changes in society. There is no doubt that everyone can 
raise question but do anyone knows what kind of question one can ask, how question should be framed, 
what is the standard format for making an enquiry, what is a genuine or a vulgar question. If we as human 
beings and Indians wish to keep alive the tradition of knowledge then we must learn and teach the art of 
questioning to the students. Let the sense of questioning lead us to the right path.  

In India, man has been trying to comprehend the reality of life pertaining to his personal problems 
and the challenges that disturbed him from outside and from within. These processes of life understanding 
lead him to develop his world view also. The curiosity to solve his anxieties and worries took its shape / 
form of spontaneous questioning. The questions used to be very innocent but very deep in the ancient Vedic 
texts or Upanishads we find questions of two types – one is what is the nature of this phenomenal reality 
around him and the second was what am I? The Upanishads enunciate that the latter question is the real 
question so the aspirant must examine the nature of the phenomenal surroundings and then come to the 
concluding question what is the nature of his own existence – for this type of questioning, it is recommended 



that one must posses a degree of mental clarity and disinterested quiescence so that the question may 
culminate into complete fulfillment – – परी य लोकान् कमिचतान् ा णो िनवदमाया ा यकृतः कृतेन। तमेवाथ 
गु मवेािभग छेत् सिम पािणः ोि य ं िन म ्। Therefore we find two types of questioning techniques – one is 
spontaneous & other intellectual in Sanskrit Literature. तैि रीयोपिनषद ्  and कठोपिनषद ् applies a very 
significant term i.e. िविच क सा that means knowing reality for the treatment of day to day problems of 
humanity. 

The आिगमक Tradition of the ancient आचाय too emphatically proclaims that the true knowledge 
dawns only after the rise of sincere and meaningful questions and the replies of the truthful teachers. They 
proclaim that the ताि क Knowledge could take its creative form out of the questions and answers of the 
disciples and receptors and gurus – ो रपदैवा यै त म् समवतारयत् ।  

In the later periods along with the complexities of changing patterns of life the intellectual technique 
of question became dominant and an analytical approach to life and thoughtful reasoning techniques gave 
birth to a systematic and scientific teaching and learning methodology in the Indian social order. 

On the other hand we find a lot of restless minds of the Greek tradition that was trying to  build a 
bridge between the two types of enquiry namely – the philosophy and science. If Socratic & Platonic 
tradition was contributing its best to the trends of philosophical idealism simultaneously on the other hand 
thinkers like Aristotle and his predecessors were putting their whole energy to explore the material energy 
and present some material to the solution of day today problems of human beings. Aristotle’s academies are 
known for their contributions in the field of modern sciences. He converted philosophy in science as a form 
of organized body knowledge and more useful in the practical behaviour of human beings. Since then 
western mind did not stop enquiring in to the material world of facts that ultimately culminated into the 
modern Newtonian era.  
  Since India is a democratic country with traditional mindset so right to question becomes a 
fundamental right of everybody to bring in the directed changes in society. There is no doubt that everyone 
has the right to raise questions. Does everyone know how put questions with a positive sense of doubt and 
enquiry? What should be the standard format for making an enquiry and putting a good or a bad question? 
What makes a meaningful / useful or a meaningless / useless attempt to understand issues and problems? If 
we as human beings or Indians wish to keep alive the tradition of knowledge, we must know and learn the 
art of questioning and communication.  

To understand a subject properly, especially when the subject is of an intricate and extremely 
delicate nature, it is necessary that our mind should be dispossessed of all preconceived notions and vices. It 
is not true that Sanskrit and Indian Philosophy are against the Greek way of scientific query i.e. principles, 
axioms, proof and experimentation. It is just to open the dialogue and to explore the oriental way of 
scientific questioning i.e. relating one thing to another. It is this oriental scientific questioning technique 
where department of Sanskrit find explanations about the relations between gross and the subtle, and the 
process of creativity. Time and again the spirit of Indian tradition has proclaimed denied acceptance of any 
theory without experimentation- “अिव दतसव य परी क य सव ातं भवित” i.e. only experiments can yield 
knowledge of the unknown or in the discourse of Buddhist words of –“परी य िभ वो ा ं म चो न तु 
गौरवात्” i.e. after examination accept my words not because of my status. 

The department of Sanskrit pursues to find out a unified theory of query which should be all 
inclusive. We know and realize that it is very difficult to construct a complete unified query of everything all 
at one go. We have made progress by finding partial queries that describe a limited range of happenings and 
neglect other effects. We hope to find a complete, comprehensive, consistent, unified query that would 
include all the partial queries. The quest for such a creative understanding and query is known as ‘The 
Unification of Occidental and Western query.’ But the great challenge remains whether a unified query of 
everything in Philosophy is possible or not? Or are we just chasing shadows in a mirage? Seemingly there 
are three possibilities available - 
1) A dialogue between the two different schools must generate something spontaneously. 
2) Although query is never ultimate yet sequence of sensible queries can create a healthy environment for 
the suffering minds.  
3) An aptitude of self conscious receptivity may appear in the modern education system.  

Because there is no fixed or predetermined theory of human query as events can not be anticipated 
beyond a certain extent but occur in a random and arbitrary manner.  



Large amount of questions are available in Indian tradition right from Vedic age to the modern era. 
Questions have kept changing their nature in accordance with the circumstances and the context. May it be 
the questioning technique of Rishis like Narada, Arjuna, Manu, etc. Indian tradition is full of philosophical, 
social, scientific, spiritual questions and those queries need to be addressed in a novel fashion so that they 
become useful to the upcoming generations. This seminar basically aims at to learn the art of raising 
questions or making a sensible query and to know the constituents of questioning. 

It is the sheer dynamics of the spirit of Sanskrit language & literature that has provided with us the 
much needed momentum to know more, learn more and to share more and more. This particular seminar is 
to invite the attention of the philosophers/ scientists/ social scientists/ artists/ spiritualists etc to open up an 
interactive dialogue with active imagination of Sanskritists, thinkers and scientists. Since the tradition of 
Sanskrit has taught us in very clear and bold terms to accept the facts of life uncritically and then to 
investigate critically, that makes Indian tradition of knowledge an exponent of techniques of educating the 
people. The questioning technique was analyzed in the following forms.  

1) एकाशँ ाकरणीय  – Questions which ought to be explained categorically. So accordingly let us put 
forward the first query - “Does the term Indian Questioning Technique make any sense?” This 
type of question can be answered either in yes or no since the question is clear in respect of both 
syntax and semantics. 

2) Second types of questions which ought to be answered are with a counter question. These are called 
ितपृ छा ाकरणीय. Accordingly, let us put forward the second query for our evaluation- “Is 

question and enquiry (  , अनसुि ध सा एवम ्िज ासा) one and the same?” 
3) Then there are third type of questions which can be set aside and which are called थापनीय . 

Accordingly let us have the third kind of query made to Buddha- “Is there Ataman after death or 
Does God exist?” 

4) And the last but not the least type of questions are those which ought to be explained analytically and 
then answered- these are called िवभ य ाकरणीय. Accordingly we invite you to deliberate on the 
query i.e.-“What is the working model of Indian or western questioning techniques?” For this we 
need adequate specifications, clarifications and analysis from various angles.  
 
It is expected that to meet the present crisis occurring in the latest living order of humanity the  

burning questions regarding the problems disturbing our socio-political–legal-economical and spiritual, be 
raised whether can we think of some scientific or philosophical theory of solving the  problems is possible to 
thrash out or not. These questions can be presented in three fold form of enquiry – why- how and what.  
 
Proposed Sub-topics:  

वै दक  पर परा का व प 
औपिनष दक  पर परा 
पौरािणक  पर परा ताि क 
दाशिनक  पर परा ( याय-वैशेिषक, सां य-योग, मीमासंा-वेदा त) 
जैन-बौ   पर परा 
धमशा ीय  पर परा 
धा मक स त/ साधु / गु  के  का व प 
महाका ीय  क  अ तधाराए ं
लौ कक एवम् शा ीय  का व प 
भारतीय तथा पा ा य ाि क श दावली 
अरिव द, िववेकान द, कृ णमू त, मह ष रमण के  का ा प 
वै ािनक-सािहि यक-आ याि मक  का व प और तकनीक 
पा ा य  पर परा ( अर तू, सुकरात, लेटो, का ट, िहगेल, ायड, मा स, सा  आ द) 

            ि यन तथा मुि लम  पर परा 



P.S. - 1. Please do not outsmart or embarrass organizers by just signing attendance sheet and by not 
being physically present in each session. Both days attendance in all the sessions is must for the 
certificate.   

2. Since there will be no formalities in the inaugural session so programme starts precisely at 10.00 
a.m. Kindly respect the time by your esteemed presence for the smooth functioning of the seminar.  

3. No T.A. & D.A. is admissible. No stay arrangements possible but we can help you to find good place 
to stay if you wish so.  

4. Papers must be submitted for participation latest by 10th September, 2019  due to the limited 
number of seats. Research papers be emailed at sanskrit2010@gmail.com. Pl do not cut copy paste 
material. You will be duly informed for the acceptance of your paper.   

5. There is No registration fee as department of Sanskrit is opposed to any idea of commercialization 
of academic activities as we follow the spirit of Vedic Gyaan Yagya, i.e. we  do purushartha  to earn 
and duty bound to distribute. That’s the spirit of Yagya which we follow and practice.        

  

Ashutosh Angiras,                                                                                                               Dr. Rajinder Singh                                                                              
Convener                                                                                                                                               Principal                                                             
09464558667                                                                                                                                       09466596782  
sanskrit2010@gmail.com                          

ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

Dr. Vishnu Dutt, Principal, S D Adasrha Sanskrit College, Ambala Cantt. 
Dr. Kamdev Jha, Principal, D A V College, Pehowa 

Dr. Pramod Vajpayi, Principal, Maharaj Agersen College, Jagadhari, YamunaNagar, 
Dr. Anupama Arya, Principal, Arya Girls College, Ambala Cantt. 
Dr. Seema Sharma, Principal, Guru Nanak Khalsa College, Karnal 

Dr. Hariprakash Sharma, Principal, Indira Gandhi National College, Ladwa 
Dr. Vibha Gupta, Principal, D A V College for Girls, YamunaNagar 

Sh. Piyush Parimoo, Head, University Institute of Neural & Cognitive science, Chandigarh University, Kharar.  (Pb)  
ORGANIZING COMMITTEE 

Prof. Rajiv Chander Sharma, Head, dept of Commence & Management, Dr. Uma Sharma, Associate  
Professor, Department of Sanskrit, Dr. (Capt.) Vijay Sharma, Head & ANO, Department of Hindi & NCC, Prof.  
Tajinder Singh, Programme Officer, NSS,  Prof. Zeenat Madan, Programme Officer, NSS, Dr. Jai Deep  
Chauhan, Convener, Youth Red Cross, Dr. Nirvair Singh, Head, Dept. of Punjabi, Dr. Parmajeet Kaur, Head  
Dept of Music (I), Dr. Madhu Sharma (V), Dr. Madan Rathi, Head, Dept. of History, Dr. Harvinder Kaur,  
Head, Dept of Economics, Dr. Saryu Sharma, Dept. of Hindi, Dr. Leena Goyal, Dept. of Hindi, Dr. Sandeep  
Phulia, Dept. of Hindi, Dr.  Shashi Rana, Head,Dept of Physical Education, Dr. Rajesh Phor, Dept of Physical  
Education,  Dr. Nitin Sehgal, Dept of Physical Education, Dr. Balesh Kumar, Head, Dept of Library, Dr. Chiman  
Lal, Dept of Political Science, Prof. Neelam Devi, Dept. of Political Science, Prof. Meenakshi Sharma, Dept. of  
Computer Science, Prof. Neetu Bala. Dept of English, Prof. Paveen Kumar, Dept of Commerce & Management,   
Prof. Harvinder Singh, Dept of Commerce & Management, Prof. Ritika, Dept of Home Science , Dr. Renu  
Sharma, Dept of Commerce & Management,   
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______________________________________________ ,  
 
______________________________________________ , 
 
_____________________________________________ , 
 
_____________________________________________ . 

                

From - 

Principal, 

S D College (Lahore), 

Ambala Cantt. 133001 


